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IDEA
International Association for Integration, Dignity and Economic

Advancement
NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations ('}
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I hope that this finds you well. I am anxious to know what 1s happening
with regard to the people of Lo Sheng.

I wanted to let you know about an opportunity. [ just came back from a
planning meeting for the next International Leprosy Congress whichwill be held
in Hyderabad, India, at the end of January 2008.

We are organizing a special panel discussion on the Last Leprosy Communities
and the Restoration of Family Ties. Wewill have presentations fromdifferent
countries, for example, Brazil, US (Hawaii), Philippines (Culion), and
possibly Romania. I was thinking that 1t would be really important for a
representative from the people of Lo Sheng to participate.

There will be other discussions at the Congress on human rights,
empowerment, etc. I think 1t 1s really important for Taiwan to be
represented as the initiatives are really significant and not as well known
as they should be.

We need to have the panels set in the next couple of months. 1 think that
the 1ssue of people living on land for so long and then being moved when 1t
becomes valuable 1s extremely important. It 1S happening a lot 1n China and
has happened in Hawai1i and I think also in other places. The example of what
1S being done 1in Taiwan to resist this 1s very important.

By the way, last July IDEA was granted Special Consultative Status with the
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, so now we can testify on
any 1ssues related to human rights.

Hope to hear from you soon.

Aloha, Anwe1
Anwei S. Law, International Coordinator, IDEA

www.idealeprosydignity.org
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