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Abstract

From 2000 to 2002, labor organizations and labor-rights advocates in Taiwan
were involved in two transnational solidarity campaigns in cooperation with North
American anti-sweatshop movement in support of Central-American trade unionists:
the Chentex Campaign in Nicaragua and the Tainan Enterprises Campaign in El



Salvador. This article summarizes the context, the process and the influences of the
campaigns on three aspects -- political-economic transformation, social movements,
and geopoliticsd in three localesd North and Central America and Taiwan. Using the
experience, the author discusses the current situation of the weakening of national
labor regulation regimes and the possibility of transnational regimes. Also examined
are the popular discourses about the decline of the state and the rise of transnational
civil society in the age of globalization.

Implications of the emerging transnational regime of i c or p eociah t e
responsibilityo for labor movements are evaluated using the campaign experience.
The author finds it partly useful but neither possible nor desirable to replace the
existing national institutions of labor regulation: national labor-law regime and the
regime of industrial relations based on collective bargaining. Also discussed with the
case history are the institutions that may potentially play the role of transnational
labor regulation regime, including labor-rights clauses in international trade
organizations and agreements, ILO conventions and arbitration mechanisms, and
possible cross-border jurisdictions of national laws. They are found impossible to
substitute for national-level labor regulation regimes for their lack of adequate
enforcement power and not automatically bringing desirable outcomes for national
labor movements.

Capitalist globalization has indeed brought working classes in far-flung places
much closer together than before. Responses from labor movements in various
countries created rich potentials for transnational solidarity actions, and these actions
often encourage positive transformations for national labor movements. However, at
this moment, the most important spatial framework wherein labor struggles to take
place and take effect is still the nation state. The struggles take place under the
constraints of social-political histories of particular nation states, and, in term,
transform the national-level social-political structures. In this light, the author
examines the recent political discussions in Taiwan about the crisis of democracy
under the fipost-authoritarianod condition, and calls for deepening the hitherto highly
normative discussion with empirical data from history and social-movement practices.
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