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Abstract

As an institution of collecting and preserving memories, the museum not only
constructs the socia collective memory, inscribes the history of the nation but also
constructs the imagined community by its selection and representation. Among all
types of museums, the memorial museum which documents the traumatic experiences
of the nation plays an important role. The memorial museum on the one hand makes it
possible to re-experience and discuss repeatedly the traumatic experiences by its
reconstruction and interpretation of the incident or disaster itself. On the other hand,
the public space of the memorial museum also provides a field for visitors to reflect
history, build national consensus and construct identity and collective memory. During
the long history full of disasters, wars and traumas, what kind of disasters and
traumatic memories will be selected and memorized by the museum? How does the
power of nation and different ethnical and interest groups get involved and select
memories to be presented by the museum? Also how do visitors understand, interpret,
and respond to the historical tragedies and traumas through the mechanism of
representation of the museum? These are the questions that this paper intends to
explore.

This paper aims to discuss the relationship between trauma, museum and the
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construction of collective memory. It will present the types and context of the
memorial museums and apply the holocaust museum as an example to discuss the
relationship between the museum and construction of collective memory and cultural
identity. In addition, the Taipei 228 Memorial Museum will be applied as a case study
to analyze how politics, identity and traumatic memories are intertwined, displayed and
constructed in this particular field.
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